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ri. Aﬀor 
= Taylor prayed. —Appointed 
_ DAN TAYLOR, Chairman. 


„ 7 HY TAYLOR, lee, 2 


Ki 


EDMUND WHITAKER,} ._. 
JOSEPH ELLIS, / Obes, 
a Brother D, Tay LOR concluded the meeting by prayer, ; 
> 5 Met again on Wedneſday Morning, at Seven o Clock: Bros 
rern enn 


At Half paſt Ten o'Clock met for public Worſhip, Brother ; 


Wairarta prayed; Brother D. Tavrior preached from 
Phil. it, 26. At three in the Afternoon, Brother W. TayLog 
prayed. Brother R. Sutru preached, from 2 Tim. iv, 7, 

2 SMITH gave out the Hymns in the Morning, and 
Brother Su 9: gy in the Afternoon. At Six in the Evening 


met again for buſineſa. . & ; 


o 
1 


Thurſday Morning met at Six o'Clock for buſineſs. Brother 
Joun 'D*+&NCER prayed. In the Evening met at Sever 
o'Clock for public: Worſhip, © Brother Brews prayed ; an 

Brother WNITAREA preached from 2 Cor, ii. 14. 


er Suirn, of Nottingham, 
ee 1 


ciation met on Tueſday Evening, Brother John | 


of next. Aſſociation Letter he 5 
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Of the Churches. 
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3 Avnron kD. This ls deen ta, ys 8. year to troubl and 


lb 


grief. fral: of, our members: have aged 19: 
wen te Ch os the-go ſpel, 3 27 40 compel us fa. ſeparats 
How flo us. b. geng tal 00 luke wr. Qur: boaters at 

del Nen b Wal end in —_— at 
Abs, . Pe ne, pray for „ „ 078% TO 


| "BAR TON. Wie. have excfted- 1. en been at Huf 

e geiſt mare than gol. We have about fi 

E y.4 tewerda the: raiſing of which ue muſt erave thi | 
ſtance of our ſiſter churches. Further particulars! will be 
id before thoſ coupagg us to apply; / Two reaſdns/we 
* 480. Fg 1 iſt; on. of a too. ſmall ; and 
0 0 Scan thak it cauld not — be enlarged,” 4. Our 
burying- e wh. ally 00 ſmall : 22 me nat. room to hury 
gar dea o Which ws may, add a third zaaſon, the addis 


tional was proffered to, be given, — —— xe would ereſt a 
fen meeti g-houſe thereon, State of religion fadly: below 


rimitive ſtandard 75 we hope we {till enjpy t eſence 

e Gig. Oh! for W e be Ne Bo the 2 „ther 
5 — for 1 divine truth of es ek _ > 100 bas 
hs 85 IId HA . ; as. laſt year ut Birminglath 

arid utton,. We u arg epdeavouring te raiſe an intereſt at 
Fe a plage formerly belonging to the old General 
Baptiſts. Moderately attende; with Hearers at Birmingham. 
Some of our friends very negligent i in filling up their PR * 
dut others, we truſt, are attyated by 2. he r ſpirit. 
attended at Sutton, and hope there is a. Pro & of i ſome mo 
being dene, Brother Yates is removed. to 9 5 We 
hope it may * for . ee f if ligian, and {yn 
Pappinnd. - 


"BIRCHESOLIFFE.” Wen itthod d with E 4 PRE 


aol 0 at peace among ourvlel ves; Ws n to ep : 


tinte more the 1 5 of —— | 


grace for the 2 SOL, 3 fog it may become ene 


. * BURNLEY. We are pretty peaceable among ourſelves; 
but ny ade in zeal for God, and love to the Brethren, 
A 2 Our 
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RRP times not twenty in a fogenpon« We fear ſeveral of our 
_— = members ars huftful in x relfed by their neglett of public 


mwm.eetings. 


N 


5. 
"of 


3 * 2 religion rather Ae Have a-few candidates for 
= - - Baptiſm, | | | 
CASTLE DONNINGTON. . We are ſorry. to ſay that 


« 5 
7 
7 
b 43 


. thave the goſpel preached” in purity with energy and affection, 

very fe profeſs convrrſion; and ſome. who rofeſs i it do not 

-will-be:ofeful to enqufre atinually, or half yearly, into the ſlate 
res to: revive our cauſe.— We are - peaceable, and ho 

i Kat. in ſome, it is not the qui of indifference, but th 

reſuli of a pacific. difpaſition? and 4 regard yor the venerable 

Kannte of the Prince of peace. 


was Paſtor, fiveciv e. two elderly, and three young, Preachers 
two Deacons,' and two Deacons elect. Our places and times 
of meeting are nearly the ſame as laſt year... We are at peace 
| among ourſelves, and truſt the work of God is going forward; 
ſomẽ amongſt us are * and lively; but 2 Ve fear ; ae 
too much otherwiſe. 


and our difficulties, on many accounts, increaſed, by 
Dallyſon having withdrawn himſelf from us. We are thank- 
ful for the ſupplies'onr neighbouring churches have from time 
to time afforded us, and ſhall be glad if a conſtant Kod can 
byany means be afforded us in future. 
- *GAMSTON and RETFORD.. Religion we e hop 1 the 
2 hand, though but flowly ; ; ſome having left their firſt 
ve; and others are too much atta hed to this preſent evil 
world; While others are active, lively, and, loving · Ta 
"*GOSBERTON. Officers and meetings nearly as laſt year; 
we have preaching at four places ;, pretty; well attended with 


Some members lively and. active, others not ſo.—Tolerabl 


2 FA united and happy, and have led two od men. to _— 

1 their gifts for — miniſtry. by hy hs 5 
1 HALIF AX. Preachings and weht e ly. as laſt yea, 
1 Hearers much the ſame as in years pa me of our members 
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1 
1 are very few, ſeldom more e than forty, and ſomes 
CAULDWELL. Tolerably harmonious 3 and, we hope, 


religion is much too Tow amongſt us. Notwithſtani ding we * 


attend to r und union with the Chui We think it 


of religion amongſt us; to corrett our errors and adopt mea- 


CHURCH. LANE, LONDON,” "Ons" As conſiſts. of 


"DERBY: * We'e have grest cauſe to "abs hy this 2 5 tate of | 


xeligioramongl(t us at this time. Hearers but few at * : 
rotner 


bearers; particularly in the afterpoon on the Lord's-day. 


fill their places well; and are, wo jog, alert ae too 


* 
4 * 4. . — 
ais 


many ure Told and indifferent about the things of God; whith 
makes the hearts of others ſad. We have had our trials this | 
year, which have cauſed a rent among us. But hope they are 
in a great meaſure ſubſided. Could wiſh to ſee more zeal. 
E nr 26 te 2 tho gs 510 Fog HY 
HINCKLEVY. We preach regularly at fix places. Pretty 
well attended with hearers at ſome of them; not ſo at others, 
Carnal mindedneſs in ſome, want of wiſdom and charity in 
others, and the bad conduct of too many; make us fear there 
is a great want of real religion among us; though others 
give proof of their ſincerity and zeal for Cod. On the whole 
5 our proſpect is not very agreeable. Brethren, pray for W. 
8. IVES. Our ſtated! meetings for preaching and prayer | 
nearly as in former years; and for ſome months paſt we liave 
den better attended with hearers than formerly. But 'we are 
orry to ſay that we have had no- increaſe of members this laſt 
year. Some of our members are too indifferent abput the 
thin gs of God, and very negligent: in attending prayer mect» 
3 bleſſed be God, are more zealous and active, 
e  fincerely wiſh for a revival of vital practical religion 


4 þ among us. | . "ORE „ di nne in 
 ILKISTON., Pretty well attended with hearers; but we 

fear there are but few who receive with meekneſs the ingrafted 

word of truth, We are tolerably united among. ourſelves; 

but feel too little of the life and power of vital Godlineſs. We 

LN deſire to return our fincere ſacks to our fiſter - churches. for 
that miniſterial aid they have afforded us during the abſence 
of our Brother Felkin, who has for five. months been under 


« 4 n 
* * 


m ” . 


the inſtruction of Brother Dan Taylor. 


* 1 * E 


3 NA 
REGWORITIH. One paſtor, two aſſiſtant miniſters, two 
ruling elders; and four Ea Preaching at fix places a 
* well attended with hearers in moſt places; but converſion 
| work is almoſt at a ſtand amongſt us. We have been exerciſed 
with a matter of great difficulty, which hath cauſed much 
trouble, by breaking the unity of the ſpirit, which is {o/efſen« 
tial to chriſtian fellowſhip ; but having very lately attended to 
ihe affair, by the aſſiſtance of our Brethren 8: Deacon; B. Poke 
; _ lard, and R. Smith, whom we fincerely thank for helping us, 
we hope the peace of the church will be preſerved, a divihon pre- 
yented, and Satan diſappointed. Real vital religion is much lower 
- amongſt us than it was in time paſt; and in conſequence, the 
Practical part is not attended to ſo well as it - ought to be: 
great neglect is manifeſted. by too many. Brethren, pray for us, 
_ EKILLINCHOLM. Presching at Killingbolm, Ulceby, 

: Halton, Habrough, Limber, Keelby, Aſby, Binbrook, Clixby, 
1 2 and at ſome other places vccalionally,/in general well attended. 
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| Sama of cur ere appear e en ue 8 


ſe, [We have reaſon to bleſs Gad for the coming of —.— 
illiam. Smedley, as we truſt he has been a bleſſing te ters 
We hope we can ſay the plaaſure of the Lord has | 
and does ſtill appear to proſper in our hands; and that Th may . 
: _ Ffiptinus to be ſo; * - we requeſt your prayers, ' . 
KIRK BY: WOOD HOUSE, We bleſs God, his ee 
aeul) 3 is in a more: profperous fate with us than it hath 
Cane: paſt. Several profeſs converſion, and the church is — 
| my Þ happy and united. We have regular preaching at ys 
Places, and tolerably attended with bearers. 


_ K#RTON. Our little Church remains pretty much'i in he ed 

ate it was laſt year. — s on the Lerdis day, for the moſt ; 

p _ well attended. H at ſome are in a favourable way, 
We have too ve teafon to fay the cauſe ſeems wart, : 

nd. We Toquen an intereſt in your prayers. 


Ts os We are p l well attended with hearers at 
the Places we preach at; but few are converted, and vital relir 
6n too low; but we hope for a revival. We return our ſingere 
ake to thoſe Churches who have ſo liberally aſſiſted us in 
defraying the expence of Broughton e ee 


- LEICESTER. Public worſhip i in 17 pretty well afy 
tended. in the afternoon of the Lord's. ; but . 4 — apportu: 
: pities toe much neglected. As 2 Church, we are united and 
n and truſt” ſeveral of our, members are . 100 5 SH 
nches in the true vine; while 2 it Is feared, Hb Q pM ( 1 
a nme that they live 3nd are dead, Wo pray an 38 a | 

moro evidence of rea piety, and. greater incrale of ing 

dom of Chriſt both among Cee: and i in al the Churches. 


©»EQUCHBOROUGH: In the courſe of this year ye have 
been moſt awfully vifited by the chafſliſing rod of our hea» 9 Þ 
. venly Father, in the death of our N miniſter Brother 1 
5 5 ; and 25 feel gur cauſe ſuſtaining ol great ola 5 in 
4 deed, oF want of more LPT helps hav REN 
in lerge a Church. Ln ” Flr 
*  LONGFORD.. Though. we "Have, iIncrealed in adhere 
_ this year, yet we fear we have not advaheed in brot hen love 
ER et ve truſt we have thoſe amongſt us who 
tave the cauſe of God at heart, At Gam time ibis evident 
others are of a diffexent complexion. 2 


4 NGWOOD. The number of our hear th 
| 1 aa religion, is much the. fame as laft year. e e ew 


MAETBY.- Religion amongſt us for fome N 
5 bean in a declining ſtate. Lukewarmneſs, and a ſpirit bf bp 
3 mack pe —_— us. 


deep concern about their eternal welfare, 


\ 


| Since the death of our dear paſtor, our meetings have been 


nearly as before; our congregations are often ſmall. We ha 
prayer meetings on the Lord's-day evenings, and find them 


7 


* MELBOURN. We have cauſe for deep humiliation on 5 


N 


account of the low ſtate of religion amongſt us. As a Church 


we are far from being harmonious. We have need to take the 
Nee, e e ; to put on bowels of mercies, Kindneſs, -hums 

bleneſs of mind, meekneſs, long ſuffering, forbearing one 
another, and forgiving one another. Oh that this diſpoſitiog 
was more prevalent amongſt us! With freſpe& to our publick 
. 


Yreachings they are generally well attended; but there is tau 
o ſay of moſt, as the Lord did to Ezekiel, they hear the words 
but do them not. Yet. we would be thankful we haye ſoms 


of whom better things can be ſpoken, A few are now waiting 


or, Baptiſm, and others, we hope, are coming forwards,» 


Since laſt aſſociation Brother Whitaker has beenordained to the 


* 


paſtoral office, and Brother Edward Dunnicliff has been en- 


couraged to do ſomething in the capacity of a publick [peaker, © 
_ NOTTINGHAM. - The Church in general peaceful and+ - 


united. We have a conſiderable number who are lively an 


zealous in the cauſe of Chriſt ; though ſome of our members 
_ are very negligent in attending the miniſtry of the word; pats 
_ ticularly the evening lectures. We fear other negletts are tons 


nefted with this, which occaſion thele ſouls to be very low in 


ſpiritual „ e We wiſh alfo to ſee more -brothetly 


Jove and affection abounding amongſt: us. 


 . SHORE, Hearers much the ſame as laſt year, Religion, 


we hope, rather on the advance. Several Ip under 
el united at Pres 


fent among ourſelves, © 


Tipp ST. GILES. Number of members and fate” of 


religion, the' ſame as laſt year. Our hearers rather increaſe. f 
QUEENSHEAD. Preachings, Church meetings, and other 
meetings, nearly the ſame as in years paſt, except that we have 


more prayer meetings on the evenings of the Lan In 


general we have many hearers; and, we hope, many ſerious 


ones. We have a good deal of ſatisfaction fromthe, general 


unanimity of the Church and from the u 
and good behaviour of many of the members; but ſome ar 

not ſo lively and regular. On the whole we hope religion is 
in an Encouraging ſtate: but the weak und infitm ſtate of our 


miniſter affects many of us much. We with for the prayers 
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_  , #WISBEACH;” The number of heat 
Sion, much the fame as laſt year. 


'. , CASES from the CHURCHES, | 1 
Buren Cass. We have erefted a meeting - houſe at Hug · 
gSleſcete, which coſt more than 300 l. we have about tool. to 
„ eee ne Ben Loroced 


ner. If our Brethren at Barton, &c. fend te tho 
| Churches a ftatement of their caſe, we have no doubt of their 
being liberally encouraged, A nt fon Toy. Ss 
Ca II. (From Bircheſcliffe). Is it right to uſe inſtrumental 
muſic in public worſhip? Au. No, with five neuters. 
Cas III. (From Gamſton and Retford.) iſt. Does the 
pottle allude, Heh. vi. 1, 2, to een en of the doQtrine 

of Chrift taught under the law or unde Vr 
der the goſpel 16, under the law two, All the reſt neuters. 


' 2d, If under the goſpel how muſt we reconcile the plural 


word Baptifms, with Eph: iv. 5. one Baptiſm, &c, 
A. The apoſtle is, in Eph. iv, 5, recommending the unity 
Fpirke he ſpeaks of but one baptiſm. That is not his deſign in 
Heb. vi. 1, 2, therefore there can be no need of reconciling 
the two places, as the apoſtle had two different views before 
gd. If they are our. goſpel principles, how muſt we account, 

For the apoſtle's filence about faith in Chriſt, and the Lord's 
== Sw 3 


file's omiſſion of faith in Chriſt, and the Lord's Supper, 
cauſe there is no neceſſity to ſuppoſe that the apoſtle men- 
tions all the principles of the doctrines of Chriſt. If therefore 
' Haith in Chriſt, wo the Lord's Supper be principles, &c. and 


If they be ſpoken of in other parts of the New Teſtament, this 


' & ſufficient, 


"4th. Why js the laying on of hands conſidered as a principle 


,,,, ̃ ͤ 
A. If laying on of hands be, not enjoined in the 'New 
Teſtament, we think that Chriſtians > be eaſy about it, WAEs 


ef the doftrine of Chriſt, and yet no where commanded. in 


ther it were ar were not always in the primitive Church at- 
tended to. Every one knows that there were ſome things 
done by the firſt Chriſtians, which are not enjoined on 

- Chriſthns; apd as they are not enjoined on us, we have . 
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r the goſpel ? Anf. Un- 


Ef the ſpirit in the Church; and in order to that pity of the 


An. There does not appear any difficulty, we think, in.the | 
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babes "os ry * 
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a 
bade with chem. This is molt probably the caſe wit re- 


5 W their children after they are married and become 
5 hangs « of families ? Anſ. Unanimouſly, Noi: 


2 Aſſociation may be held there the next year; the latter to have 


5 n the Aſſociation is deſigned 


io 


of our dear Redeemer; and if they can obtain a lively young 


_ juſtly lament. | In the interim We have no doubt but thoſe 
Brethren in the miniſtry who have, for ſome time paſt, given "Y 


leges: of this nenn, ye adviſe them, 


Ai them to be alſo looking 4 e for a a miniſter. an | 


tpet to laying on of hauds, 
Cask 4th. From Halifax.) Have parents any authority to 


And if they have none, are children in the above circums 1 
ances, bound in duty to obey them? No, Nem. Con. . { 
ns sth. (From Goſberton, ) Requeſting! the advice of this © * 
Aſſociation W nn Brother Bartol engagiug to be the ſtated | 
preacher of, ding Church. Wheaethe queſtion: was Long the , 
anſwer was No 12, 7 reſt neuters. . _ 4 

Cask 6th. (Retford and Kirton) requeſt, the former that the 


it in their turn, | 
Anf. Sirice the connection bas been divided inte Aiſtrifts; im 
9880 held in rotation, the 
miniſters and others; meeting in the diſtrict, have always \ con- * 
fidered it their right to determine the place. | It. is not now | | 
therefores*«' part of the Aﬀocaation buſineſs; * © © 7 
In anſwer to the requeſts of Spalding, Bourne, and Peter- : 
borough to be connected Churches with this Aſſociation, we 
adviſe them to. purſue the uſual method, adopted in all ſuch | 
caſes; previous. to our next ann | meeting, that a-final.conclu- 5 
ay then take Place. Further take the liberty to 
adviſe our friends at Spalding, to exert themſelves in the cauſe 


i hoſe laboyurs would be acceptable, both to the public 
aged es be et W nen the 


gems” means to revive their decayed intereſt ; and remove 
the bad effects of thoſe e circumſtances they ſo e 


them aſſi ſtance, will {till affiſt them ip futures: 

Anſwer to the requeſt of Maltby Church. We are Erioully | 3 
concerned ſor the Intereſt, of- our Lord and. Saviour at Maltby.s N 
and hope our miniſters in the L will, as frequently | 
as polhble, Pie. viſit our friends th ere, and Bet them all the aſt 


ance in their power. 5 5 


The Minor Church at Leiceſter wiſhin bh, to enjoy theprivio E 7 
y or the ſake of otter, ' | 
and to 2 any unpleaſant effects in f ature, to,write to „ 3 
Church es, as is u vt gp Uk es, when. a Cure defires to. LEE 5 A 
Join this connection. - 
Anſwer to a requeſt Hobs Knip ton. W don at preſent a 
know. of any perſon ſuitable for ek but wilt endeavour to 
bear, their caſe. in mind, and, in the mean time, would ſtrongly. 
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5 . 10 1. 
tts Tisbelukira conference held at W June is) ; 1998, | 


requeſt the aſſociated Brethren to deſire Brother D. TaYLon 
w print anctheredition-of his Catechiſm for Children, adding 


#ſeftion ont on he principles of nonconformity. 


Anſ. Afﬀtet conſider 515 this ſubject for ſome time the Aſſe- 
einion unitedly OW Brother Tavtorto publiſh another 


editio accordin | | 
v « <A bot Wikefrould] Leffe ire. 


The nest A 
10 be holden on the leſt Tueſday, Wedneſday, and Thurſday 
WR... 1799. — e Six 0˙0 che on e 
r | * 
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5 15 105 Veit 3 ih and much loved,” are 1 0 115 
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d Which can never be reverſed. Depart 
. 19 62 % op art 15 bleſſed, ** will determine” our. oba b 


How neceflary is it, thep, to be always ready . 
0 for Tink 3 19 65 is'n0- hl for 5 ke ad 


quently emp 


brſt importance to our confidence and comfort in'the-views.df 
death and eternity i 
_ : Under the impreſſion of theſe: ſolemn truths, We earneſtly 
entreat you all, Brethren, to be diligentty, ſeriouſly; uud free 
ed in the Work of 'ſelf-examination that ſuch 
of you as are already made meet to be partakers of the ãnhe- 
nitance of the ſaints in light,” may rejoite in hape of the 
EF ___ of God,” + and that, if any of you be not im this happ 

_ condition, theſe may now be arouſed to ſeek the Lor 


„now, is the accepted time,“ and that now is the day of 
Salvation.” | 355 . . Cabs ENS 
Our deſign, in this epiſtle, is to aſſiſt you in this momentous 
iry, that you may come to that deciſion concerning your 
iritual ſtate, without which you cannot have ſolid peate 
ither living or dying. | No [ „ 
It is hoped we noed not attempt to prove to you, dear Bre- 
thren, that this knowledge of your ſpiritual condition is at» 
taihable. The 'exhortation df the Apoſtle demonſtrates it 
ſufficiently, He ſays, prove your own ſelves.” f For you 
will abt ſup that ſuch an exhortation would have bern 
given to us, had it been impoſſible for us to teduce it to prac- 
tice... Beſides, it is evident. that the primitive Chriſtians did 
2 da of ere 3 This might be we from 
2 multitude of paſſages. Amongſt which we carne ſtly r | 
mend the e attenti ve peruſal. Zar Si 
2 Cor, v. 13. Col. i, 1214. 1 i. 6. iii. 14. 2 
iv. 13, & c. Now if they knew their ſpiritual ſtate; why can. 
not We know ours? The goſpel is ſtill the fame. True Chrife 


white he may de found,“ 5 remcmberitg that now, and only - 


tianity is Kill the ſame. The evidences of true religion in the == 


heart, and the fruits of it in the life, are ſuch in us as 
were in them. We therefore, Brethren, as well as the 
Chriſtians, at leaſt, may © prove our own ſelves,” 
|  , Nor need we enlarge in proof that ſuch knowledge of the 
ſafety of our condition, is very deſirable. I know that L am 
a creature made for an eternal duration. My exiſtence, hete- 
after, muſt be in - everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil and 
his angels,“ or in everlaſting glory, with the bleſſed God, his 
Son Jefus, and happy ſpirits in heaven. With theſe views, to 
be ina; Rate: of uncertainty which will be my portion, muſt 
 pecalian angijety from which every wiſe man would defire to be 


delivered. On the other hand, to know that I am an heir of | 


glory, chat (che Spirit of God beareth witneſs with our [pirits 


oe! 7 
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„Col. i. 12. + Rom. v. 8. 5 Iſai. Iv. 6. [a Cor, vi. 3. 
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> that we are the children of God, “e muſt produce | 

in life, and in death, to which profane ſinners,” and merely 

formal profeſſors are entire ſtrangers ; and in compariſon of 
bs OTE I 4 


may be proper, for the ſake of perſpicuity, I. To obſerve, 


1 


4 * 
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which the Whole world is a trifle, ©! on 


On this; as on every other ſubjeR, the ſeri tures are our 
only teſt and guide. To them we muſt therefore diligently 
advert. In the few following pages, let us conſider what 


information they give us on this moſt intereſting ſubject. It 
that ſome things, which have been introduced on this ſubjett, 


prove nothing either for or againſt us. II. To mention ſome 
certain marks of an ee perſon. III. To lay before you 


a'few'evidences of true Chriſtianity, which, if you bear them, 


will indiſputably prove that your condition is ſafe for eternity; 
that you are the children of Gd... 
I. Some things have been introduced on this ſubject 
which prove nothing, either for or againſt the perſon in whom 


they are found. tn B 


” 


1. It is no proof that any one is or is not truly converted, be- 
cauſe he has experienced great alarms and terrours of conſcience- 


That ſome who are converted, have been exceedingly alarmed 


with a ſenſe of their ſin and danger, is readily acknowledged. 
This appears to have been the caſe of the Philippian jailor, + - 


and of many others, both in former and later ages. But ſome are 


brought to the knowledge of Chriſt more . ee and their 


minds have been opened, as that of Lydia ? appears to have 
been, without any particular alarms, or terrours of mind. 


Many on the contrary have been alarmed and terrified in their 


confciences who never appeared to be truly converted. This 
ſeerus to have been an of Cain, of Pharach, of Ahab, of 
Judas, and of many others, in following ages, down to 
the preſent time. To which we may add that the ſcriptures ne- 
ver mention theſe alarms of conſcience, as affording the leaſt 
evidence that the perſon who is, or who has been thus alarmed, 
1s à true Chriſtian. We can, therefore, derive no evidence 


that any one eithier is, or is not, a true Chriſtian from this 
— d ͥ ↄ „ 

Nor are particular impulſes of joy, or great elations of 
mind any proof of the exiſtence; or the want of true Chriſtianity, 


in the perſon by whom they are experienced. It is certain that 


real believers have a holy“ joy in God, through our Lord 
| aeg Chriſtz'? and this joy is ſometimes great and uncommon, 


ut there is a joy, which may be experienced in the total ab 


ſence of real Chriſtianity. The ſtony ground hearers received 


Nom. viii. 16, 7 Acts xvi. go. 
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a conſolation- , - 


— 


the word with joy, and yet had no root in themſelves.® No 
are we taught, in any part of ſcripture, to conclude. that we 
are, or are not in the favour of God, becauſe we have not ex- 
perienced theſe peculiar joys and elations of mind. 5. 


— 4 
0 


3. No outward profeſſion of religion, or particular forms of 

worſhip can be a proof that we are, or are not in a truly con- 

verted ſtate. The parable of the ten virginsf is evidently de- 

ſigned to repreſent the fooliſh virgins as profeſſors of true reli- 

| Sion, and profeſſors outwardly of the ſame fort with the wiſe 

virgins. Ananias and Sapphira were . profeſſors of the ſame 
RL ki with the other Chriſtians, in the firſt, and, we may + 

2 - Teaſonably ſuppoſe, in the pureſt Chriſtian church. - But they 

| FT: were the ſubjeQs of alle ride, hypocriſy and deceit. Hy- 
pocrites and deceivers have been too common in all churches, 

and in all ages. Nothing can, therefore be certainly con- 

cluded in our favour from our being in the fellowſhip of the 

pureſt church upon earth, 1 

— 4: We may have great and ſplendid abilities, LINER lpia 

RE abilities in promoting the intereſt of true religion, and yet have 

| 1 title to eternal felicity. It is true that many real believers 

have great abilities, both natural and acquired; and employ 

them to good purpoſe for their Lord and Saviour, in the de- 


. 


- 


* 


Fence, the ſupport, and the. propagation. of his truth and in- 5 dl 
; tereſt. Such was the apoſtle Paul, and ſuch have thouſands * | 
been fince the primitive ages of Chriſtianity, But our Saviour 7 


- himſelf aſſures us that there are many ſplendid profeſſors of 42 
very different character. Let us hear his words, and tremble. 
e Many will ſay to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we | 
=o e e in thy name?” and in thy name caſt out de- 1 8 
vils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And 
then will 1 profeſs unto them, I never knew you: depart 
| from me, ye that work iniquity .. . 
a ; II. We will mention ſome certain marks of an unregenerate 
1. If we live in the allowed indulgence of known fin. 
That a real faint may be tempted to. fin, and in ſome unwary 
moment, may comply with the temptation, is indiſputably evi- 
dent, from the examples of Noah, of Moſes, of David, of 
Peter, and of too many others. Vet we are at the ſame time, 
. by an infallible authority, that thoſe, who 
live in fin, cannot enter into the kingdom of God. On this 
 "TabjeR, to avoid being tedious, we entreat you ſeriouſly 'to 9 
read and to conſider the following paſſages. 1 Cor. vi. 9. 10. 
Epheſ. v. 3—8. Gal. v. 19—21. Col. iii. 5, 6. Rev. xxa. 8. 1 
WMhere ſuch ſins are indulged, there is no true repentance; 


* 


5 


„Mat, xiii. 20. Mark iv. 16. + Mat. xxv, 112. 
I Acts v. F Matt. vil, 22, 2g. „ 


and unleſs. we repent we muſt all periſh . There is no faith, 
Which worketh by love, or which 'puriheth. the heart +. 
And he that believerh not ſhall'be damned t. There is no ſcrip- 
tural regeneration ; for + whoſoever is born of God doth nat 
commit ſin g,“ and * except a man be born again, he ſhall not 
ee the kingdom of God 1.“ This may be ſaid reſpetting figs 
of allowed omiſſion, as well as. thale of . | 
one paſſage of ſcripture, in ſtead of many. He that ſaith, I 
- Know him, and Keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and 
, CT TER 
2. Thoſe who have not a ſincere love to all mankind, and 
peculiar love to all true believers in Jeſus Chriſt, muſt be ex- 
cluded from the number cf real Chriſtians. The great God, 
"our heavenly Father is “ good to all, and his tender mercies are 
over all his works“ ** A real Chriſtian, has the fpirit of Gol 
- "dwelling in him t. He who has the ſpirit of God, will, in 
His meaſore; imitate his Father in heaven. Saints are created 
after God, in righteouſneſs, and true holineſs.” In this view, 
our blefſed Saviour requires that his diſciples love their, very 
enemies. Conſider his expreſſive and ſtrikin langy 4 
ay unto you, love your enemies, bleſs them that curſe you, 
Ae good to them that hate you, and pray for them which de- 
ki ra 'ufe you, and perſecute you; that ye may be the 
Children of your Father which is in heaven, for he maketh his 
Tun to ariſe on the evil, arid on the good, and ſendeth rain on 
the juſt, and on the unjuſt. "FF . 
© "But how much ſoever we love and pity all mankind, we 
_*ſhall, if real Chriſtians, have a peculiar affection for true be- 
- Uevers. © Every one that loveth him that begat, loveth him 
"alſo that is begotten of him, Whoſoever doth not righteeul- 
neſs is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother. 
He that loveth not, knoweth not God; for God is love h 
It may be proper to obſerve here, that we cannot rationally 
love all men, nor even all profeſſors, as true Chriſtian ; be- 
cauſe they evidently are not ſuch. Too many who, make a pro- 
'Feſſion of chriſtianity make it awfully manifeſt, that they are 
deftitute of the nature and ſpirit of it. But where the love 
and image of Chrift appear, there is chriſtianity ; and ſuch as 
give this proof of their being the diſciples of Chad, are to be 
loved To reſpected as ſuch, by all who are born again. Thus 


— * 4 
L 


wee ſhall exemplify the apoſtolic exhortation, © As we have 


_ who are of the houſhold of faith. If 
„Lee ili. g, 5. 1 Ads xv. 9. Gal. v. 6. 4 Mark 


" opportuniry, let us do good unto all men, elpecially unto them 
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carried away in purfait” of tlie ricles 
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T4 VV 
g. Thoſe-who-are not'concerned to maintain am oppoſition ts 
their natural inbred{ corruptions; and who do not; * grace, 
obtain a conqueſt over them, are not in à ſtate of /falvation, 
It has been confirmed hy the experience of the, ſaints. in. all 


ages, that '* the feſh- luſteth againſt the ſpirit, and the; ſpirit 


apainſt the At{h'; and theſe are contrary the” one to the other. 


But it hasalways been theirhappineſs, that they have . walked 


not after the fleſſi but after the ſpirit ;. and that the law of the 
ſpirit of life in Chtiſt Jeſus has made them free. from the law 
of ſin and deatir f. The ſtanding; and irrevocable decree of 
God has therefore, ever been, IF ye live after the fleſh ye 
ſhall die; hut if vez througlr the ſpirit; do mortify the del 
of the body; ye. Maß Hue, rt. 


4. Thoſe who ſet their hearts on the preſent wong. ad its 

; , honours, . pleaſures, or. 
E on it, cannot, dying- im this fate, be happy here= _ 
after. I 


=y 


e grace of God; whetr it reigns' in the heart, not 


only gives a reliſt and bias for ſpiritual objeQs; but it alſo 


gives power and'dbnrigion over the-allurements of tis preſent 
world, To deliver us from this preſent” evil world is one part 
of the ſalvation: of Jeſtts Chriſt, which his people enjey in 
tim; If we „ mind earthly things, as the principal oHects 
of our attention, our end will be deſtruction. “ If any man 
Ibve the world, the love of the Father is not in him,. 1 Ws _ 
are pofitively aſſured that; whatfoever is horn of God ober- 
comet the world, and that this is the victory tllat overcometh the 
wortd; even our faith.“ Thoſe who are ſeeking the *friendſhip: 


of the world at the expence of a gpod'conſtience, are not only, 


addteſſed as ſpiritual © adulterers and adultereſſes; but are 
em preſaly declared to be the enemies of God t; and will he 
treated as ſuch at the great day of retribution. N 


- 4 s 


5. Thoſe who; are not labouring after growth in grace, and 
greater degrees of holineſs, have "reaſon; to. fear that at the laſt 
day they will be found to have. their portion aſſigned them 
among hy pocritesand unbelievers, It is our duty and dur intereſt 
to * grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord Jeſus 


„ Chriſt. r The path of the juſt both in light, comfort, 
and purity, is as the ſhini g light, that ſhineth more an 
And 


more er ee und when the Chriſtian's hope | 
is mentioned, we are expreſsly informed, that * every one who 
tart this hape in him, purifteth himfelf, even as Chriſt is 


* Gal. v. 1, f Rom. viii. 1, 2. 4 Rom. viii. 13. 
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111. Jt remains that we briefly mention. ſome, certain evi 

fences of genvine chriſtianity... Theſe may encourage any. of 

you who are poſſeſſęed of them, with pleaſure to look forward, 
£ to a blifsfuf immortality; to an inheritance incorruptible, un- 

6 d-filed, and that fadeth not away; e for you. 
1. Every real Chriſtian places his truſt 6r confidence in the. 

Lord Jeſus Chriſt as his Saviour, This is the frequent, doctrine 
_ of the New Teſtament, _ Believing in Chriſt is not merely an 
© alſent to the divinity of his miſſion, the . certainty: of his in- 

- - carnation, and the truth of his doctrine. It is an humble con-, 
* | $dence.in him, and a cordial acceptance of him as a Saviour; 
of periſhing ſinners. Man has ruined himſelf by fin.. Salva- 
755 tion is * not of works, leſt any man ſhould boaſt *.” On Jeſus, 
C Was “ laid the iniquity of us all. +” He died for our tranſgreſſions. 
By this means, © he made reconciliation . for iniquity, and. 
brought in everlaſting righteouſneſs” for our juſtification; 
and ever lives to make interceſſion for all $ who come te God by. 

Him . All theſe © he is able to ſave to the uttermoſt; 
how numerous and how aggravated ſoever their tranſgreſſions. 
are. Nor will he reje& one ſinner that believes in him. | 
It has often been proved, that. the word which we render, 
 Selieving in Chriſt includes the idea of truſt or confidence, in 
it's ſignification. Believing in Chriſt is, in other places, ex- 
zrefled-by coming to him, looking to him, receiving him, and 
Bing for refuge to lay hold on the hope ſet before us. Theſe ex-. 
preſhons indicatemorethan a mere acknowledgment of the perſon 
and character of the Lord Jeſus. They expreſs a cordial appro- 
| bation, a grateful acceptance, and a betaking ourſelves to him 

for the pardon, and ſafety of our own ſouls, In a word, they 
| rove chat v. with the keart, man believeth unto righteouſneſs” | 
5 Fr you, Brethren, have thus fled to the bleſſed 1 

; 9 and life, you are © juſtified through faith in his blood. 

ou are juſtified by faith, and have peace with God, through. - 
ä % (( 
2. If any man be in Chriſt, he is a new creature **,” A 
change has taken place in the heart. He is © renewed in the 
ſpirit of his mind T. His affections are now ſet upon ſpiritual. 
Kies He who before this change, loved fin, and lived like 


the world, now loves God and holineſs; for “ the love of 
God is ſhed abroad in his heart, by the Holy. Ghoſt which is 
 _ . - given unto him. t Having ſincerely repented of all his for- 
wer iniquities, he © has ſo learned Chriſt, that he is created 
1 3 after God in righteouſneſs, and true holineſs. 9 If this 
; HE, FSR : a ap . VVV „ 
„C I ffi. liii, 6. f Heb. vii, 23. 
. Rom, x. 10. Rom, iii. 28. v. 1. 2 Cor. v. 7. 
4 +7 Epheſ.iv. 23. {jj Rom. v. 3, 6 Epheſ. iv. 2024. 
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"iS! e n by s kult When the erer is 
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uit unto- holineſs, An ie 1 be everla 2 


He that is- born of God, therefore, as we havi | 
ſerved, doth: not practiſe fin, He does not live in the allowed 
| indulgenee of znycknbwwevf But. e Re that doth wighteouſ- 
neſs, is righteous, even as he is rightequagsImithis the chil- 
dren of God are manifeſt, and the children of the devil? When. 
our Lord was on earth, he ſaid “ ye are my friends, if ye do what 
ſoever I command you ; and his beloved diſciple Jphn ſay ©. 
« Wholo keepeth his word, in him verily is the- love of Gud- 
erfefted; Hereby know we that we: are in him.“ From 
theſe paſſages it appears, chat thaſ® who are ſo renewed in- 
| their hearts, that they practiſe uniform obedience to Chriſt in 
| their lives, have a ſubſtantial and indubitable evidence of their 
_ Intereſt: in Chriſt, and their title to eternal glory. 
It is; however, neceſſary to be remarked, that though every 
one who is-born- again, is brought to delight*in habitual uni- 
verſat. obedience, yet he is not beyond the reach of tempta- 
tion. He may, if not watchful, be overcome and drawn into 
fin, as ſome, even eminent faints have been; ſuch as Noah, 
Mofes, David, and Peter... IS 
It: muſt- be further acknowledged, that no ſaint, even-in his 
beſt ſtate, is free from the corruptions of the fleſh, nor fo ſpiri- 
tual in his affeftions as he deſires to he. Hence it will al- 
5 ways be a truth, that when we are compared with the righte- 
ous and perfect law of God, there is not a juſt man upon 
a LLoearth, who doeth good, and ſinneth not, ]“ and that “if 
| we ſay we have no im, we deceive ourſel ves, and the truth 
6-15 not in us 1. „ 6 Fo. 
4. We ſhall only add, that 'a_ ſincere, active, operative af- 
* feftion for all the children. of God, is a-ſubſtantial proof of 
genuine chriſtianity, * He that loveth his brother abideth- 
« in. the light, and there is none occaſion. of" ſtumbling: in 
& him: Where this love is cordial and praQtical, not in word 
and in tongue only; but in deed and in truth, we may ſay 
with confidence, We know that we have-paſſed from death 
. unto life, becauſe we love the brethren*#; 
Is, is: hoped, that by a- ſerious attention · to theſe obſerva- 


5. 12 John ii. 5, || Eccleſ. vii, 20. 1 1 John i. 85 1 John? 
11. 10. lll, 14, 18, 19, | | 5 
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